Hospitalization and mortality rates for nursing home-acquired pneumonia.
The effect of hospitalization on nursing home patients with pneumonia is not known. We hoped to learn more about the effect of hospitalization on outcome by comparing patients with pneumonia from 2 nursing homes. Using a retrospective chart review, we compared a total of 129 patients with pneumonia from 2 community nursing homes in upstate New York over a 2-year study period. The main intervention measures were treatment in the hospital or treatment in the nursing home. The main outcome measures were resolution or mortality at 6 weeks. Nursing home B had a hospital admission rate for pneumonia (38.8%) that was double that of nursing home A (19.4%). The patient populations were judged to be similar, and the overall mortality outcome for both (weighted average = 24.8%) was essentially identical. Doubling the hospital admission rate in 1 of 2 similar groups of nursing home patients with pneumonia was not associated with an improved mortality outcome at 6 weeks.